

Here is a sample of the first page of a MLA style format.
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Double-space everything
· Do not make a title page for your paper.
· In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text.
· Double space again and center the title. Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in quotation marks; write the title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not in all capital letters.
· Use quotation marks and/or italics when referring to other works in your title, just as you would in your text: Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas as Morality Play; Human Weariness in "After Apple Picking"
· Double space between the title and the first line of the text.
· Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a space with a page number; number all pages consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), one-half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. 
To make a header go to the top of the Word Menu and click on “Insert” then click on “Page Number” then click on “Top of Page” then click on the 3rd box  “Plain Number 3” then type your last name plus one space. Double click anywhere below the header line and you’re done.
LEADS
First lines are extremely important. They signal what is to come. When chosen well, they provide a framework for an entire piece of writing. First lines must serve as more than just a framework, however. They need to form a "hook" that draws readers in, and makes them want to keep reading. A good lead raises a question in the reader’s mind--Who is this character? What’s going on here? Why did he say that? Beginning closest to the "day that was different"--the day something changed for the main character--is a good strategy. Beginning with action, a bit of intriguing dialogue, or a statement that raises a question in the reader’s mind are some ways that writers hook their readers.
 
NONFICTION LEADS
A good nonfiction lead captures a reader’s interest, just as a good fiction lead does. The lead should also give some idea of what the piece of writing will be about, and lead smoothly into the body of the report. What makes a good lead? Here are five types commonly used by nonfiction writers:
THE ANECDOTE: A FICTIONAL APPROACH
An Indian bent over a tiny, thin plant and plucked it from the ground. He held it up to his face and looked at it curiously, sniffing it. He bit into the kernels in the center. They were mealy, and tasted sweet. He grabbed handfuls of the tiny plants and took them to the shelter of his cave.
Seven thousand years later, in Mexico, scientists would find the fossilized remains of this first ancient corn...
YOU ARE THERE
You slather butter over the steaming hot cob and sprinkle it with salt. Your teeth sink in and the juice spurts out. It dribbles down your chin. How good that first bite of corn tastes, fresh off the cob. But did you know you are eating a food that was eaten by people some seven thousand years ago?
THE QUOTATION
"Man is meant to live on corn." So says an ancient Mexican legend. And so it has been for centuries. But times are changing.
THE STARTLING FACT
Though corn is grown on half of all the farming land in Mexico, it's not enough to feed the people.
THE QUESTION
Do you know the name of a thin pancake that can be folded, rolled, fried, and stuffed to make over a dozen main dishes? It's the tortilla.
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